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A Québec English School Boards initiative 
(youth and adult sectors) 

with a focus on UDL implementation 

“Advancing learning in differentiation and inclusion”
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What are 
accessible 
educational 
materials and 
how do we 
create and 
access them?

How can we reduce 
barriers to print?

How do we choose 
technology to support
a UDL framework and 
to complement AEM?

The toolkit addresses these questions: 
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Contents

• Access to accessible 
educational materials

• A framework to choose 
assistive technology tools

• The tools themselves!
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print can be 
inaccessible

What we know….

2016-­‐11-­‐24 ALDI	
  Initiative



Our students need 
to have access to 
print in alternate 
formats so that they 
access content, 
rather than struggle 
with barriers that 
print can create.	
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Accessible Educational 
Materials (AEM)

Reducing print barriers
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AEM are materials that are 
designed or converted in a 
way that makes them usable 
across the widest range of 
student variability 
regardless of format (print, 
digital, graphic, audio, 
video). 

National Center on Accessible 
Educational Materials, 2015
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Alternate	
  formats	
  that	
  benefit	
  all
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Accessible	
  audio

Audiobooks:
• ePub
• MP3

We’re starting to see progress!
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Accessible	
  digital	
  text

• Documents	
  in	
  accessible	
  file	
  formats	
  (DOC,	
  PDF,	
  RTF)
• E-­‐text	
  in	
  accessible	
  file	
  formats	
  (KESI,	
  PDF,	
  ePub)	
  	
  

A work in progress!
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How are your schools 
accessing, creating and 
using alternate 
formats?
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AT and AEM=improved access

The interaction of 
available assistive 

technologies with AEM 
is what will change 
outcomes for our 

students.
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From SETT…

student environment

task tool

Joy Zabala, 2010

For individualized assistive technology selection
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SETT (Student Environment Task Tool)  

The Framework for Assistive Technology Decision-Making 

Student: _________________________   Date: ____________________ 

School:   _________________________   Grade: ___________________ 

Student:  
 
What does the student need to be able to 
do that is difficult or impossible to do at 
this time? (area of concern/competency) 

 

 
What are the student’s special needs that 
contribute to these concerns? 
 

 

 
What are the student’s abilities related to 
these concerns 
 

 

 
What are the student’s interests? 
 
 

 

Environment:  
 
Where will the equipment be used? 
 

 

 
How much support is available for 
teachers, techs, aides? 
 

 

 
Will it be used in other environments 
(lunchroom, home, work placement)? 
 

 

 
Are there outlets to support charging? 
 

 

 
Is there Wi-Fi internet access? 
 

 

 
Where will the equipment be stored? 
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For 
AEM!To ReSETT

Student(s)

Environment

Task

Tool

Can STUDENT/STUDENTS access
instructional materials/methods used? 
Are alternate formats needed? (using 
class/individual student profile 
information)

What printed materials are used 
in the student or students 
ENVIRONMENT(s)?

For which TASKS will the student or 
students require materials in 
alternate formats? 

To reduce identified print barriers, 
what technology TOOLS will 
support 
teaching and learning?

(Joy Zabala, 2010)
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What tool(s) or process is your school/board/district 
using for assistive technology selection within the 
context of UDL? 

todaysmeet.com/ALDI
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Text	
  to	
  speech:	
  
improving	
  reading	
  
comprehension,	
  

facilitates	
  alternate	
  
access

Annotation	
  and	
  
highlighting	
  tools:

facilitate	
  active	
  reading	
  
strategies and	
  
metacognition

Audio	
  recording	
  and	
  
speech	
  recognition:	
  

Integration	
  of	
  
writing	
  models	
  of	
  

instruction

Graphic	
  organizers:
improve	
  executive	
  
function	
  and	
  pre-­‐
writing	
  skills	
  and	
  

strategies

The Assistive Technology Toolkit to Reduce Print Barriers:
Improving Accessibility, Driven by Pedagogy!

pedagogy!
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TTS
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Annotation
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A visible record of 
the thoughts that 
emerge while making 
sense of the text.
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Reading Reflection
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Highlight 
extraction
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Using oral 
language as 
an alternative 
prewriting 
strategy can 
help students 
improve both 
oral and 
written 
literacy skills.   

(Berne, 2009)
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Speech recognition
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Graphic organizers

ALDI	
  Initiative2016-­‐11-­‐24



Say it in my own 
words. This is 

called 
paraphrasing.

Make a picture or 
diagram.

Think about a plan 
to solve the 

problem.

Try to predict the 
answer.

Do the math!

Check. Make sure 
I haven't skipped 

steps.

Start here! Read 
the problem.

Solving a math problem-my steps
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A fact I have 
learned

A fact I have 
learned

A fact I have 
learned

A question I still 
have

A question I still 
have

One opinion I now 
have

3-2-1
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• What	
  tools	
  are	
  in	
  your	
  school/board/district	
  toolkit?
• How	
  are	
  you	
  using	
  these	
  tools	
  to	
  support	
  curricular	
  
competencies/objectives/expectations?
• How	
  are	
  you	
  using	
  these	
  tools	
  to	
  support	
  alternative	
  
access?
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Thank you!

@ALDIQuebec

aldi.learnquebec.ca

@ALDIQuebec

AndreaPrupas, ALDI Project Coordinator

aprupas@swlauriersb.qc.ca


